
 

Learning and Teaching Policy 
 
The children’s interests and curiosity is the catalyst to the teaching response at SHNS. 
We promote learning and teaching by reacting to the children ‘in the moment’. Our 
teaching is heavily based on high quality adult–child interactions that enhances and 
moves the child’s learning forward immediately.  
 
Outstanding Early Years Teaching is: 

‘Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a 
broad term that covers the many different ways in which adults help young children 
learn. It includes their interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play 
and activities: communicating and modelling language; showing, explaining, 
demonstrating, exploring ideas; encouraging, questioning, recalling; providing a 
narrative for what they are doing; facilitating and setting challenges.’ (OFTSED, Early 
Years Inspection Handbook, May 2019) 

 Recognising that each child is an individual and understanding their 
developmental stage and next steps 

 Adopting a curriculum that fosters children’s interests and curiosity, ensuring it is 
challenging and relevant to their developmental stages 

 Ensuring ALL children are provided with opportunities to develop their cultural 
capital and providing the children with first-hand experiences  

 Scaffolding children’s learning; developing their next steps ‘in the moment’ 
 Providing an environment that challenges and supports ALL children in all areas 

of learning (EYFS) 
 Encouraging children to develop the Characteristics of Effective Learning in their 

learning 
 Having a thorough understanding of the EYFS statutory and developmental 

matters and how to implement this  
 Having a deep understanding of the way young children learn and how to reflect 

this in the environment  
 Having positive interactions with children; modelling speaking and listening skills, 

while formatively assessing children’s learning. 
 Developing children’s vocabulary through interactions and real life experiences  
 Using summative assessments to inform practice; adapting the provision and 

teaching accordingly  
 Providing an environment to encourage independent and highly motivated 

learners 
 Working in partnerships with parents and carers to share and support their 

child’s learning and development 
 Forming links with external agencies to support children when needed 
 Safeguarding all children within the school 

 



 

The Curriculum  
At SHNS we follow the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage which 
sets standards for learning and development for children from birth to five years. 
 
‘Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support 
from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build 
their learning over time.’ EYFS Statutory Framework 2021 Overarching Principles 
 
Primarily we create an environment that allows children to discover the way in which 
they learn best.  
 
The Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning (CofETL) (EYFS Statutory 
Framework 2021) are HOW the child displays their learning: 
 
• Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 
• Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy achievements  
• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 
 
The Areas of Learning (AOL) (Development Matters, EYFS 2021) are guidelines that 
support the following:  
 

PRIME 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 Physical Development  
 Communication and Language  

 

SPECIFIC 
 Literacy  
 Mathematics  
 Understanding of the World  
 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

 
At SHNS, we take ‘account of the equipment adults provide and the attention given to 
the physical environment, as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish 
expectations.’ (OFTSED, Early Years Inspection Handbook, May 2019) 

 
Monitoring 
 
‘Integral to teaching is how practitioners assess what children know, understand and 
can do, as well as taking account of their interests and dispositions to learn 
(characteristics of effective learning), and how practitioners use this information to plan 



 

children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.’ (OFTSED, Early Years 
Inspection Handbook, May 2019) 
 
We measure and monitor the impact of our curriculum and ensure that children are 
reaching their full potential by: 
 

 Making observations linked to CoETL, the Leuven Scales and the Milestones from 
OPAL that inform us of each child’s development.  

 Planning next steps, in the moment. 
 Working collaboratively with parents and carers – Tapestry, learning 

conversations, workshops, and an open door policy. 
 Carrying out learning walks and visits to monitor teaching and learning. 
 Regular discussions between Key People and Senior Leadership team to share the 

children’s learning and progress.  
 Using the information from these discussions to inform of any next steps for 

groups of children and individuals. 
 Using Spotlight forms and discussions to inform practice and adapt and enhance 

the environment 
 Reflecting regularly upon our practice and provision. 
 Working with our School Improvement Partner to ensure that teaching and 

learning is consistently outstanding. 
 Working with our Governing Body to ensure that teaching and learning is 

consistently outstanding. 
 Carrying out observations of all staff members to ensure that teaching and 

learning is consistently outstanding. 
 Providing staff with CPD to support their outstanding practice. 
 By acknowledging the importance of learning from mistakes, encouraging 

resilience and positive attitude to meeting challenges and learning from them. 


