
 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and 
Assessments  

At SHNS we follow the EYFS to create a child led and play based curriculum.  

The EYFS covers 7 areas of learning: 

 

OFSTED (January 2020) commented that our Nursery School ‘is an exceptional 
learning environment. The members of the early year’s team are experts at planning 
the curriculum and creating learning opportunities that enable all children to excel. 
The staff have ensured that all areas of learning are interwoven, meeting the varied 
needs and interests of all children.’  

Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to 
recognise children’s progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and 
support. Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development 
process. It involves practitioners knowing children’s level of achievement and 
interests, and then shaping teaching and learning experiences for each child 
reflecting that knowledge. Practitioners should address learning and development 
needs in partnership with parents and carers, working with any relevant 
professionals, where necessary. (Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021)  

 

At SHNS we continuously assess the children throughout their time with us. OFSTED 
(January 2020) recognised that ‘the members of the early years teaching team 
know exceptionally well how young children learn so they are able to identify and 
plan the next steps.’ 

We use a system called OPAL (Observations of Play and Learning) to support our 
assessments.  

We assess through observations of the children in their play and ensure these 
observations are purposeful: 
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o They tell us information about the child; their needs, interests and 
thought processes.  

o They allow us to respond to individual children’s next steps  
o They allow practitioners to reflect and inform practice  
o They allow us to adapt and amend our environment to provide challenge 

and meaningful learning experiences 

 

Each month there will be a group of ‘Spotlight children’ approaching their next 
milestone (these are 6 monthly checkpoints based upon child development)  

• An OPAL Spotlight will be completed at the end of the month by the Key 
Person.  

• We will consider if your child has met or not yet met their milestones. These 
will always be based upon your child’s current age in months.  

• We work as a team to discuss what’s next for each child and consider 
strategies to widen and deepen their learning.   

• The Key Person will host a ‘Learning Conversation’ with you to discuss your 
child, the Spotlight, current knowledge and next steps, as well as gaining 
valuable information from you about your child.  

This was taken from a document which was created by Barnet Early Years Alliance (2018) and forms part of the 
‘Observation of Play and Learning’ system.  

 

Please see the Milestones as a reference point to support you in our learning 
conversations created by Barnet Early Years Alliance (2018). 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 


