
 

January 2020 

WELCOME  
 

Happy New Year to you all and a warm welcome back to Surbiton Children’s Centre Nursery School. I do 

hope that you all had a lovely Christmas break and that you and your children enjoyed our Christmas 

events. It was lovely to see so many of you at our Christmas ‘Sing and Sign’ sessions. Thank you all for 

your Christmas wishes much appreciated by all of the staff. Thank you too for supporting our fund raising 

events that we held to support our Christmas activities so generously. We raised £1,800. All fundraising 

goes towards experiences and resources for the children, so the more we make the more we can provide! 

We also want to thank you for your generosity with the food bank donations. It was really wonderful for 

us to be able to take so much down to the local food bank.  

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our new children and their families starting this term. Our 

newsletter is sent out at the start of each term and hopefully keeps you informed of events that are hap-

pening in the nursery. Each newsletter will include a list of forthcoming dates. We are planning some ex-

citing events for this term and will keep you updated via the website.  

 

 It is lovely to see this outstanding nursery school full of children who are curious and eager to learn. All of 

the children are making such good progress and the feedback from you as parents following the parent 

consultations in November, and our survey is that you are also pleased with how your children are pro-

gressing. We are all very proud of the children’s achievements. Thank you also for your lovely updates, 

responses and comments via the Tapestry app, they are incredibly heart-warming to read.   

A new term brings another group of students to gain experience from the experts here in our  

nursery. We welcome students from Kingston University, and we are also part of a very exciting interna-

tional project linking with Spain, Norway and Sweden. We will be welcoming some practitioners to visit us 

in February and April this year.    

 

We also welcome some new staff to our teams this term. Olatz is a teacher who will be working in The 

Den. She will be with us as Lily is still unwell and unable to return to work this school year. We also  

welcome Sam and Kelly who joined The Den team in the Autumn term.  

For any parents looking for a few hours work we will be advertising for a lunch time supervisor to work in 

the Ladybird’s team 11:15-2:30 everyday starting ASAP. If you are interested in this role please see Esther 

or the office team.  

 

I would like to thank those of you who have been able to help us in the classrooms or in other ways dur-

ing the Autumn Term, and for those of you who have expressed an interest in supporting us this term. We 

always appreciate any extra help. I do hope that you are continuing to enjoy your time with us. Please do 

drop in to see me if you would like any further information about anything or if you have any suggestions.  

Best wishes 

 
Esther 



 
 

 
 
 

Spring Term Dates 2020  
 

Friday 10th January                                    School Applications Drop-in  
 

Tuesday 21st January                                 Reading Skills Workshop 7pm  
 

Wednesday 12th  February               Valentines Cake Sale   
 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st February      Half Term Week  
 

Thursday 5th March  World Book Day — children are invited to dress as their  

                                                                     favourite story character 
 

Friday 13th March              Red Nose Day - Sport Relief– children can dress in sporty                               
                                                                      themed clothing.  
                                                
Thursday 2nd April              Easter Bonnet Parade and Sing and Sign  
 

Friday 3rd April                                          Last day of term for Spring term  
 

Easter Holidays 
 

Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020 
Monday 20th Inset Closure  

 

Extended Day Ladybird Provision  
Closures 

 

Friday 10th April - Good Friday Bank Holiday 
Monday 13th  April  - Easter Monday Bank Holiday 

Monday 20th –Inset closure day  

  
Tuesday 21st April  

School reopens for Summer Term 
    

During the Half Term and Easter Holidays we will be running a holiday club. 

club dates will be: 

February 18th, 19th 20th  (10am-1pm) £25 per day inc lunch  

April 7th, 8th, 9th & 14th, 15th, 16th (10am-1pm) £25 per day inc lunch  

Places are limited  

 Letters and booking form will be sent home in due course. 

Chinese New Year 

2020 

The Year of the Rat  
This year Chinese New Year will be celebrated on Monday 27th January This will be marked in the  

classrooms with some typical Chinese Celebrations  
 

 

 



 

Ladybird News 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our extended day-care provision is currently full.  We do try to make our service as flexible as possi-
ble, whilst adhering strictly to Ofsted regulations.  Staffing is carefully arranged to ensure that ratios 
are always maintained throughout the day.  When you are making changes to your contracted 
hours, we will always try to accommodate you if possible, but staffing ratios have to be checked be-
fore we can agree.  Please remember that we usually require 4 weeks notice of any change to your 
contracted hours. 
 
We are continuing with our Intergenerational Project led by Jan Wood with residents of  Ashby 
House , the children and the residents love their time together and it has been wonderful for the 
children to visit.  

Taster Dishes 
 

During the Spring Term, Leah , our school cook, will be preparing taster dishes for the children to 

sample. 

She hopes to introduce them to a variety of colours, flavours and textures to encourage 

healthy nutrition  

 

 

Recycled Materials 
 

Please could you bring in any clean recycled yoghurt pots, cereal cartons, kitchen roll tubes and mate-

rial for the children to use as part of their design and making activities.. 

We also need any spare rolls of wallpaper for using outside to extend our children’s mark making. 
Thank you 

 

 

 

 

Forest School at Fishponds  
 

This term the children will be looking at the changing of the season of winter into spring. 

In conjunction with this Tess, who leads on Forest Schools, will be able to take small groups of children 

to fishponds to look at the wildlife, flora and fauna. 
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Severe Weather Conditions                                
 

Some years we have experienced severe weather conditions that have resulted in 
the closure of some schools. 

 
We do make every effort to keep the school open.  Obviously I must have enough staff to be able 
to operate safely and be confident that the site is safe for children, families and staff.   
 
I would usually take the decision to close the school by 7.00am, when I have been able to assess 
the situation.   
 
In the unlikely event that it is necessary to close the school, I inform Radio Jackie  (107.80fm) 
who make announcements regarding school closures.  The schools status will also be displayed 
online or be available via a phone message service using the LGfL Open Check system. 
I will also update our own website and if possible send emails to parents. 
 
School website: www.surbitonchildrenscentrenursery.com 
LGfL Open Check: http://map.lgfl.org.uk/opencheck/ 

Telephone 020 8408 7508; school’s DfE code 314/1001  

Children’s Safety 
 

Please can you make sure you shut the gate behind you and secure it with the latches.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For your children’s safety, please do not leave them unattended in your car whilst collecting from 

the  nursery.  
 

 

 

 
 

Please close the school gate 

Don’t let our children out 
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CLOTHING  – REMINDER  
 
 

 

 
 
 
The nursery is a workshop environment where we all get dirty.  We are encouraging children to become in-
dependent in their self-help skills.  We do remind children to wear aprons, and roll up their sleeves at messy 
activities, but children do sometimes get dirty.  All the materials we use are described as  
washable, but we do find that some colours come out of clothing more easily than others. May I suggest that 
children wear old clothes that you are not worried about and that paint marked clothing is soaked in cold 
water before washing? 
 
We are an outdoor Nursery and so the garden continues to be an important part of our learning  
environment and we plan opportunities inside and out throughout the winter months.  Many children at this 
age are active learners, who learn best in this environment and we therefore plan to offer children learning  
opportunities across all areas of the curriculum in the garden, as well as inside.  Please could you dress your 
child in practical, warm and waterproof clothing so that they can enjoy these activities. There is no such 
thing as bad weather, only unsuitable clothing! 
 
We also try to remind children to use the toilet.  However, accidents still do happen – children get engaged 
in many exciting activities and may leave it too late. This is not a problem for us and I do ask you not to worry 
if your child has accidents.  If your child has a particular problem in this regard, your teacher or  
Key person will discuss with you ways that we can manage this together. Children are encouraged to look 
after their personal belongings, but clothes that children take off are easily mislaid.  It would help if you 
could name clothes that children take off in school – hats, coats, scarves, school sweatshirts, etc.  We put 
any items that we find in the lost property basket by the front door – please do look in there if you can’t find 
lost items in the classrooms. 
                                                                       

 

 

Please ensure we have your current contact details. If there are any changes please 
 advise the school office  - this can be done  via the school website. 



Parking near the Nursery  
 

Please remember that there is now a CPZ parking scheme in place in our neighbourhood. Also we ask 
parents not to leave their engine idling whilst waiting by the car. Not only is this an offence which you 
can be fined for it is also not good for children’s health or the environment. As we are an ECO school 
we try to encourage good environmental behaviours as much as possible and if possible please walk 
to school rather than drive.    
                                                                    

Late arrivals 
  

We are aware that there are roadworks currently near to Holyfield school which will last up 
to 8 weeks. This is having an impact on transport locally  including buses and we are noticing 

lots of late arrivals and collections of children As a courtesy could parents/carers please call the school 
office if they are either late to drop off or pick up as it impacts on staffing ratios and break times. 

 

Website  
 

 
 

 

Our website address is www.surbitonchildrenscentrenursery.com    

 

Information about the nursery can be found there, along with the latest news and school activities. 

You are also able to request holiday and report absences.  

We are developing our website and look forward to hearing from you about any improvements that 

we could make. We include information on the website related to the learning taking place in our 

school. Each class has its own tab however Tapestry is where you can see the most up to date infor-

mation about your child’s learning including photos, videos and observations.  
 

Drop off takes place between 8.30am and 9.00am for the morning session and collection is at 

11.30am. 

Drop off takes place between 12.30pm and 1.00pm for the afternoon session and collection is at 

3.30pm 

If you drop off a child outside of the times above, please drop them off at reception and a member 

of staff will take them to the classroom.  We are committed to children having consistent and good 

attendance at Nursery.  

At 9.00am and 1.00pm the children do their exercise time and then ‘hello time’ which are key parts of 

their learning. It is disruptive to have parents or carers in the classroom at these times, so we ask that 

you follow the directions above. 



 

Library and Reading Skills  

 
We know that good reading skills develop when children are read to on a daily basis. Did you know 

that if you read just one book a day to your child from birth that by the time they are five you will have 

read them 1825 books!  

We have an exciting selection of books for you to borrow from the library. Please come and choose a 
book with your child to enjoy together at home. If you need any help please ask your key person. 

 

Christmas at the Nursery 
 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year for both  

children and adults. At the nursery we celebrated the 

festive season with many activities including carol  

singing, a nativity play starring some of the children, 

musical  entertainment by Earthsong and, of course,  

a visit from Father Christmas  

on the last day of term 

 

If you have not already, please do look at your 

Tapestry account for pictures 

 

Donations Wanted  
We need welly boots (sizes 8-13) and warm winter coats and waterproof all in one suits (age2-5) 

If you have any that you would be able to donate to Nursery they are really helpful for all our  

forest school outings and onsite forest school activities.  

We also would love some more pots and pans for the mud kitchen outside or kitchen utensils.  

Please talk to either Jan or Tess if you can help in anyway.  

 

Thank you   

 

 
 


