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LITERACY POLICY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Development of Literacy in the Early Years depends on children 

becoming interested in books,stories and rhymes and also print in 

different contexts. It involves children developing skills of mark 

making, giving meaning to the marks they make and eventually 

seeing themselves as writers. This area of learning includes 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 

Literacy skills can be developed through story and factual books, 

songs, rhymes, ring games, imaginative play and mark making 

activities. In the nursery we offer many activities that will 

develop children’s literacy skills.   

These activities are given a strong base by children’s developing 

communication skills. We aim for all our activities to be 

engaging, motivating, purposeful and fun. We are aware of the 

power of offering children activities that are challenging and 

stimulating. 

Children who are learning to speak English as an additional 

language are supported to help them access literacy resources 

and the use of tangible visual aids really helps this process. 

Activities provide opportunities to observe, assess and plan for 

the next stage of development. 

 

Early language and literacy (reading and writing) development 

begins in the first three years of life and is closely 

linked to a child's earliest experiences with books and stories. 

The interactions that young children have with such 

literacy materials as books, paper, and crayons, and with 

the adults in their lives are the building blocks for language, 

reading and writing development.  www.zerotothree.org 



READING 

From a very early age children enjoy looking at books and printed 

material. They also will show real interest in finger play, rhymes 

and songs from their home culture. We believe it is really 

important to harness this interest and enjoyment and ensure 

that our children are exposed to a variety of age appropriate 

story books and non-fiction books that will stimulate them.  We 

also want to ensure that the children are able to enjoy a range 

of rhymes and songs throughout our nursery sessions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our books are selected according to certain criteria. 

 They are appropriate for the developmental age of the 

children. 

 They include books that are non-fiction and story 

books, poems and rhyming books. 

 They are well illustrated with inviting covers that will 

immediately interest the child. 



 The illustrations are clear and convey the meaning of 

the story or non-fiction pictures and text. 

 The storylines arouse and sustain interest. 

 The stories are a mixture of modern contemporary 

tales and traditional tales. 

 They include picture books without text that 

encourage the child to tell their own story using the 

pictures as a reference. 

 They include books that will help children come to 

terms with new situations – a stay in hospital, a new 

baby in the family, a trip on an aeroplane. 

 There are books using dual language text that 

represent the home languages of our families in the 

nursery. 

 The books present positive images to children who 

come from diverse backgrounds and those who have a 

disability. 

 

Each classroom has an inviting ‘book corner’ with cushions and 

seating where children can take themselves to enjoy looking at 

books either on their own or with their friends. The adults 

including parent helpers in the nursery will also be available to 

read stories to the children in the book corner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The children are able to enjoy non-fiction books connected to 

our class topics and seasonal displays and it is lovely to see them 

enjoy finding out about their world through age appropriate 

factual books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the children have access to our Library found just outside 

the classrooms and parents and carers can help their child to 

choose a book to take home and enjoy with their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the year in nursery the children are exposed to a variety 

of songs and rhymes and they will enjoy playing with words and 

actions and developing their vocabulary through these fun 

activities. Children who have an awareness of rhyme and 

recognise rhythm in spoken words will be developing skills that 

will enhance their development of early reading and writing. We 

encourage children to act out some songs and rhymes and also to 

re-enact repetitive refrains from familiar stories such as the 

three Billy goats gruff and the three little pigs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying and sharing books 

Experience shows that children benefit hugely by exposure to books from an early 

age. Right from the start, lots of opportunities should be provided for children to 

engage with books that fire their imagination and interest. They should be 

encouraged to choose and peruse books freely as well as sharing them when read 

by an adult. Enjoying and sharing books leads to children seeing them as a source 

of pleasure and interest and motivates them to value reading. 

Letters and Sounds: Principles and practice of high quality phonics 2007 

 



 

Letters and Sounds 

Phonics in the nursery is introduced through the Primary National 

Strategy document called Letters and Sounds. 

We support children’s early phonics development through 

introducing activities that encourage them to listen and 

distinguish sounds in everyday indoor and outdoor environments. 

Also through the development of their ability to hear and say 

rhyming words and enjoyment of singing familiar and new songs 

and rhymes. 

We encourage children to listen to the initial sounds in words 

throughout our daily activities as well as through small letters 

and sounds groups. We hope to foster a curiosity in letters and 

written words through the activities we offer and by being 

engaged in outdoor activities such as listening walks to Fishponds 

Park and exploration of signs and logos seen during these 

journeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

The Adults in the nursery need to take as many opportunities as 

possible to model writing to children. We must write: shopping 

lists, letters, notes and labels to pictures. The children need to 

have writing materials available in places where it makes sense 

for them to attempt their own mark-making/writing such as in 

the role-play areas and in the creative areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s early writing does not refer to children producing 

letters of the alphabet as this comes much later than the real 

beginning stages of writing. Children need to become aware that 

the marks they make in a variety of contexts can be 

distinguished with their own meaning. Children are encouraged to 

talk about the marks they make and we ensure that we value all 

their mark making even if to the adult it may only look like 

scribbles on paper.  

We aim to provide materials which reflect children’s own culture, 

so that children see symbols and marks with which they are 

familiar. 



An important connection is made to children when they see that 

the words we say can be written down and communicates a 

message to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in this photograph are writing a letter to baby bear 

from Goldilocks saying sorry for breaking his chair. They were 

able to talk about their drawings and emergent writing that 

explains their own ideas of how they could make baby bear feel 

better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Well-equipped mark-making areas have a variety of thick and 

thin pens, pencils, crayons, chalks and chalkboards. There should 

be small and large paper of a variety of colours, booklets, 

cards, forms, envelopes, diaries, memo pads, post it notes and 

clipboards small and large scale whiteboards available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each child has a name card which is of special interest and value 

to them. By using their own name as a starting point the children 

learn to recognise first their own name and then the names of 

others. They begin to recognise their name and it’s individual 

letters in different contexts. There are clearly printed captions 

on displays of the children’s work and interactive creative 

displays encourage children to recognise familiar words and 

phrases from well-known stories. 

 

 

 



Children’s mark making is closely linked with their physical 

development of both gross and fine motor skills and they need to 

experience mark making on a large scale in a variety of contexts 

to develop the muscles necessary to become proficient at fine 

motor skills such as holding a pencil and other mark making tools. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a classroom that provides an environment where the status of literacy 

is high, where there are powerful demonstrations of literacy and where 

children can freely engage in literacy, then children will take every 

opportunity to use their knowledge and abilities to act in a literate way. 

Nigel Hall 1987 (The Emergence of Literacy) 


